Frequently Asked Questions

1. Who can apply?
1.1.  I am under 18 years of age. Can I apply?
Unfortunately, you need to be over 18. However, do not worry, there will be next editions of VSS 
1.2. Should I be an enrolled student?
You do not need. You may be as well already working or in transition between jobs. 
2. What are the entry requirements for applicant?
2.1. What is the application deadline?
19 April 2021, midnight. 
2.2. What documents do I need to submit with my application? 
We strongly recommend adding CV and recommendation(s), but the content in the application is the most important part. 
2.3. Is there an application fee?
There is a recruitment fee which is paid after acceptance to VSS. It is also a means of confirmation of your participation. After results are published, any accepted person should make a transfer in the amount 125 EURO. 
2.4. What are the English language requirements?
We expect a very good command of spoken and written language. That is the guaranty you will be able to benefit with the programme. 
2.5. Do I need to take a language test?
No. We believe that You will be responsible person and will not lie in the application. You need to feel comfortable on VSS, that is why you need to speak English very well. 
3. Post-application period
3.1. How long will it take until I know if I've been accepted?
1st round of results will be published no later than 1st May. Then, depending on the confirmation from accepted participants and resignations (or lack of reply), we will be publishing next lists (each week).
3.2. How will I be notified about the outcome of my application?
You will receive an email to address you used while applying, and two additional notifications on the third and fifth day from results. 
4. Fees
4.1. Is there any fee and when should I pay it?
Recruitment fee in the amount of 125 euro should be paid as soon as possible after getting the acceptance information. First list will be published at the beginning of May, and then updated each week.
4.2. May I apply for the refund?
Recruitment fee can be invoiced to your employer or home university. If such solution cannot be applied and you need support, put it as an additional information in cover letter. VSS is life changing project and VDA and VSS team are trying to provide you with as many opportunities as possible. In such situation it is possible to get a refund basing on your application, motivation and personal situation (usually 1 or 2 persons get such benefit).
4.3. Can I pay by credit card?
Unfortunately, no. You can do it via bank transfer. However, if for some reason it is not possible contact with us, we will manage to find fitting solution. 
4.4. Will I get a refund if I withdraw from the programme?
That depends on time of withdrawal and reason. We cannot afford for resignations being made few days before VSS starts. Fee is a guaranty of your arrival. 
5. Questions regarding visa
5.1. Do I need a visa to participate in the Summer School?
That depends on your nationality and bilateral regulations between it and Poland. Check it on https://www.onlinevisa.com/visa-policy/poland/ If you require a visa, make an appointment in closest consular office as soon as possible. We will issue an invitation letter to support your application. 
5.2. What if my visa refused?
Usually there is no refusal, however it may be tough to make an appointment in an embassy or consulate. Be prepared to contact with respective section as soon as you will get acceptance information. Also, check the procedure while applying, so you are aware of requirements. 
5.3. If my visa is refused can I get a refund on my fee?
Yes, we will refund it.
5.4. When should I apply for a Visa Letter?
As soon as you will get acceptance information - let us know about invitation letter via summerschool@villa.org.pl 
5.5. Who provides me with a Summer School Visa Letter?
Letter will be signed by board of Villa Decius Association. You will get it by contacting VSS team via summerschool@villa.org.pl
5.6.  Are there any other requirements upon arrival?
Due to the Covid-19 epidemic the regulations while travelling abroad become stricter. You need to take a RT-PCR test max. two days before leaving your country. You need to provide us with copy of your insurance – just in case if anything happens. 
6. Accommodation & Board
6.1. Where can I stay?
You will be staying in accommodation provided by Organizer (Krakowiak Hostel https://krakowiak.up.krakow.pl/krakowiak,eng ) – Cost is covered by Organizer.  
6.2. What about meals?
Meals are provided by Organizer. If you have special food requirements (diet type, intolerances), you should put it in the application. 
7. Arrival and Summer School
7.1. Should I organise my arrival from my country till to my residence in Kraków on my own?
Yes, you need to arrive to Krakow on Sunday 4th July, at latest at 4.30 pm. You can check in the hotel starting with 7am. On Sunday we are having kick off meeting, and welcome dinner in Villa Decius at 6pm. 
7.2. Are there any activities regarding the sightseeing and culture in the city?
Yes, weekend (10-11th July) are for sightseeing – You can take part in planned activities by the Organizer or spend your time on your own. 
7.3. What is the exact programme of the VSS? What will my timetable look like?
The final programme & schedule will be published no later than on 28th June. You will be getting the information on panellists. Usually each day contains 3-4 lectures/sessions, except for the weekend and one day dedicated to memory session which is a field trip.   
7.4. Do I have to have a visa?
Depending on your country of origin, it can be essential that you need to get visa before arrival. We are providing support in the process. We are issuing official document confirming approval to the programme and - if needed - we contact with consular corps responsible for visa procedure in your country. 

8. COVID-19 epidemic and precautions
All regulations regarding events and travel are monitored by organizer. We strongly advise to monitor situation in country of your residence. 
8.1. What are precautions made by organizers due to the Covid-19 epidemic?
This year to provide you with comfortable and safe space we lowered the number of accepted participants in comparison to recent years (45 to 30 people). 
You will be staying in single room.
All lecture spaces will be organized in proper manner which is: spaces between chairs, disinfections points, disinfection after each session. 

8.2. What if I get Covid-19 just before departure?
Then you must stay home, follow restrictions and regulations introduced in your country. You can join our lectures in online format. Each expert will be speaking their lecture with transmission accessible for those who could not join in person (access is limited).
8.3 What if the Covid-19 situation gets really bad in the Region, travel restrictions will be tighten?
According to current situation and analysis it will be possible to held VSS in standard format. However, if situation gets worse, the format will be re-adapted: it is possible that it will be divided into partially online and postponed for few weeks with in-site part. The vaccination process is getting more intense so it should also make difference to situation’s dynamics. 
