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The Roots of Visegrad Cooperation

A Common Ground in History, Culture and Religion
royal meetinginVisegf R Ay wmMoop |yYR Mooc
(John of Luxembourg, Charles | of Anjoy and Casiimir Il
Interconnected histories of V4 countries,
common cultural experience

A Geographical Closeness
the crossroads between the East and the West

A Similar Development
struggles for freedom in 1956, 1968, 1980, 1989;
social and economic transformations,
similar development of infrastructure, etc.

www.visegradfund.org



he Origins of the Visegrad Group |
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A common will to overcome the communist
heritage and fito return to Europe 0

A auseful meansfor the promotion of the region

A very quick results of the cooperation and
coordination (Soviet troops withdrawal, image
of the region as region of cooperation and mutual
understanding)

A gradual weakening  of the cooperation in the 2nd
half of the 1990s

A new impetus in 1999; establishment of the Fund
as an evidence of the revival of the cooperation



he Origins.of the Visegrad Group: il

A the same communist past but more different
than similar development of future V4
countries

different political situation
different economic situation
different historical background

A real independence led to seriousproblems inside
and outside of V4 countries

split of Czechoslovakia
Czechalovak/Slovak T Hungarian tension



The Origins.of the Visegrad Group: il

A new problems emerged also after the
establishment of the Visegrad Group:

reserved attitude of the Czech Republic to V4

a weak compatibility of political regimes in V4
countries in the second half of 1990s

concern that V4 cooperation could be regarded
as asurrogate for a real integration in Europe



he Origins of the Visegrad Group 1V

A V4 wasin the state of hibernation ,
only CEFTAworked in second half of the 190s

A none of V4 countries proposed to dissolve
the group but at the same time nobody was active

A aweak understanding what such cooperation
should mean among V4citizens and why it should
be preserved (V4 wasestablished from above )



Reasons behind t he Fun

A further deepening of the V4 cooperation during Its
revitalization in 1998 I 2000

A strengthening of the V4 cooperation on the civil
socliety level (as a pendant of the state cooperation)

A protection against potential nups and dow
of the V4 cooperation

A Improvement of mutual knowledge  of each other
(three project partners as a minimum )
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A V4 as a Consultation Platform
regular meetings at all levels and in all sectors

A Joint Achievements
membership in the EU, NATO; common positions within EU
(e.g.the EU budget); cooperation withther regional bodies
Visegrad 4 Eastern PartnersliW6dEaP) Programic.

A Goals
forming the EU Common Foreign and Security Policy and the
European Neighborhood Policy, the Schengen Agreement, energy
security, etc.

A Common Experience and Expertise
similar levels of social and economic development and
transformation experience, fight for freedom as a knbaw

www.visegradfund.org
www.visegradgroup.eu



Basic facts about the Fund

iIshed nZ000as theonly solid organization
of the Visegrad Group with the seat in Bratislava

A instrument forstrengthening the regional cooperation
and awareness
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A expression otommon priorities2 ¥ K +Aas

foreign policy

A fostering peopleto-people contact and supporting
common projectsandindividual mobility

www.visegradfund.org
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