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The Roots of Visegrad Cooperation 
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ÅCommon Ground in History, Culture and Religion 
royal meetings in VisegrłŘ ƛƴ моор ŀƴŘ моос  
(John of Luxembourg, Charles I of Anjoy and Casimir III), 
interconnected histories of V4 countries,  
common cultural experience 

ÅGeographical Closeness 
the crossroads between the East and the West 

ÅSimilar Development 
struggles for freedom in 1956, 1968, 1980, 1989;  
social and economic transformations,  
similar development of infrastructure, etc. 



ÅVisegr§d February 15, 1991 

Åcommon will to overcome the communist 
heritage and ñto return to Europe ò 

Åa useful means for  the promotion of the region  

Åvery quick results of the cooperation and 
coordination (Soviet troops withdrawal, image  
of the region as region of cooperation and mutual 
understanding)  

Ågradual weakening of the cooperation in the 2nd 
half of the 1990s 

Ånew impetus in  1999; establishment of the Fund  
as an evidence of the revival of the cooperation 
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Å the same communist past but more different 
than similar development of  future V4 
countries 

Ádifferent political situation  

Ádifferent economic situation  

Ádifferent historical background   

  

Å real independence led to serious problems inside 
and outside of V4 countries  

Ásplit of Czechoslovakia 

ÁCzechoslovak/Slovak ïHungarian tension  
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Ånew problems emerged also after the 
establishment of  the Visegrad Group: 

      

Áreserved attitude of the Czech Republic to V4 
 

Áa weak compatibility of political regimes in V4  
countries in the second half of 1990s 
 

Áconcern that V4 cooperation could be regarded  
as a surrogate for a real integration in Europe  
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ÅV4 was in the state of hibernation ,  
only CEFTA worked in second half of the 1990s 

 

Ånone of V4 countries  proposed to dissolve  
the group but at the same time nobody was active 

 

Åa weak understanding what such cooperation       

     should mean among V4 citizens and why it should   

     be preserved (V4 was established from above ) 
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Å further deepening of the V4 cooperation during its 
revitalization in 1998 ï2000  

Å strengthening of the V4 cooperation on the civil 
society level (as a pendant of the state cooperation)  

Å protection against potential ñups and downsò  
of the V4 cooperation 

Å improvement of mutual knowledge of each other 
(three project partners as a minimum ) 

Reasons behind the Fundôs establishment 
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ÅV4 as a Consultation Platform 
regular meetings at all levels and in all sectors 

ÅJoint Achievements 
membership in the EU, NATO; common positions within EU  
(e.g. the EU budget); cooperation with other regional bodies, 
Visegrad 4 Eastern Partnership (V4EaP) Program, etc. 

ÅGoals 
forming the EU Common Foreign and Security Policy and the 
European Neighborhood Policy, the Schengen Agreement, energy 
security, etc.  

ÅCommon Experience and Expertise 
similar levels of social and economic development and 
transformation experience, fight for freedom as a know-how 

 

CZ + HU + PL + SK = V4 

www.visegradfund.org 
www.visegradgroup.eu    
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Basic Facts about the Fund 

9 
www.visegradfund.org    4/24 

Åestablished in 2000 as the only solid organization  
of the Visegrad Group with the seat in Bratislava 

Åinstrument for strengthening the regional cooperation  
and awareness 

Åexpression of common priorities ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎŜƎǊŀŘ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ 
foreign policy 

Åfostering people-to-people contact and supporting 
common projects and individual mobility 

 


